One of the team's majordisadvantages
is their lack of height. The only way to
overcome this is to have a lot of skill and
the ability to jump high. Debbie Panos-
sian overcomes these disadvantages and
a sprained ankle to become one of the
team's top players.
With a score of 12-16 late in the second
quarter, Julie Oie rushes down the court
to lay one up for the Tornadoes and pull
them back into the game against the Pi-
rates.
On Their Toes
Team overcomes major disadvantages
by Jennifer Jones
Five girls bonded together,
thinking and acting as not
an individual but as one-
fifth of a precision team. As they
ran forth from the locker room
onto the basketball court, the
only subject occupying their
thoughts was playing their game
and playing it well.
The girl's varsity basketball
team did play their game well. In
every game they displayed their
skills with each basket, pass, and
defensive strategy. With a bril-
liant record of 18-8 at the end of
the season, they emerged as run-
ner up in the district conference.
They also did extremely well in
the Christmas tournament at
Central Catholic with their re-
cord concluding at 8-5. Coach
Balderson attributed their suc-
cess in the tournament to "play-
ing well as a team and keeping on
their toes."
Leading the triumphant team
was Nanci Parks, whom Coach
Balderson acclaimed for her
"knowledge of the game and
good basketball moves." Angie
Norman prevailed as the team's
best rebounder, and Debbie Pan-
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ossian was an overall good play-
er.
The team did have a few weak
points which they strove to over-
come. Their main problem was
inconsistency, which was largely
the result of many temporary in-
juries or illnesses to major play-
ers. Nanci Parks was out for
three games with bronchitis, and
Lynn Gray had a cracked verta-
brae and a torn ligament which
caused her to be out for one
month. Debbie Panossian missed
one week with a sprained ankle.
The team also had to contend
with the two major aspects all
basketball teams fear most: lack
of speed and lack of height. But
when watching the team in action
it was clear that their strong
points heavily out weighed their
weak points. Their major asset
was the fact that they could play
well as a team. ?
Being quick to get a rebound and keep-
ing control of it is essential in basketball.
Nanci Park takes advantage of Country-
side's faulty attempt at a basket by get-
ting the ball off the rebound and returning
it to the Tornadoes end of the court.
